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Planning for CSCSPRA is moving along and will be in high gear this spring and summer.  Phase 1, information
gathering and mapping of park resources, is complete and we are in Phase II, creating a vision statement and
goals for Capital Springs.  We want your input on the “vision”,
what CSCSPRA will look like and offer when it is complete.
Please see the article about Vision and Goals on page 2.  In
Phase III, we will actually start to design the park.  We invite
you to give us your ideas at the Public Design Workshop on
May 29.  The final plan will require Dane County Board and
DNR Board approval.  Read on and see how you can
participate in shaping CSCSPRA for the future!
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Have you ever wanted to be a park planner?  Here is your
chance!  A public design workshop for CSCSPRA will be held
May 29th, 6:30 pm, at the Lussier Family Heritage Center in
Lake Farm Park.

Jennings & Associates Landscape Architecture, Master Plan
consultants, will lead the workshop.  Everyone will have the
opportunity to draw plans for Capital Springs themselves.
Bring your kids, they have great ideas!  Don’t worry, no
experience is necessary!!

The evening will begin with a short presentation about the
background inventory maps and discussion about the facilities
and activities that the public has requested and that are
suitable for the park.  Then we will break into small groups to
develop actual designs using large maps of the park and
colored markers.

We have found that people who are interested in the park often
know the place well and have very good ideas.  By working in
small groups, you will have the opportunity meet and learn
from others who also want to be involved in the park.  Each
small group will create a design and then present their ideas to
the whole group.

The ideas developed during this session will be used by the
consultants to create two alternative plans for each, the State
Park and the Recreation Area.  The options will be presented
at a public meeting in August.  After the public and the
governmental partners comment on the options, one draft
Master Plan map will be drawn for each the State Park and
Recreation Area.

The public will be able to review this plan in November and the
Dane County Parks Commission and the WDNR will review the
draft for comment and potential approval.

If you would like to see background information and maps for
Capital Springs, check out the Capital Springs website at
www.dnr.state.wi.us/master_planning and click on Capital
Springs.  Hope to see you on May 29th
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One of the things that makes Capital Springs so unique,
besides the views of Lake Waubesa, the miles of trails, and
being a 3000 acre park within an urban area, is that Dane
County and the WDNR are jointly managing this park.

This is the first time such an arrangement has been tried in
Wisconsin. The two entities agreed to a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) that established Capital Springs and
outlined the duties and responsibilities of each.  Dane County
and the WDNR are currently working on management and
operations plans for Capital Springs.  The Dane County Parks
Commission and the Dane County Board, as well as the DNR
Board, must approve the final Master Plan.

The Dane County Park Commission received their first full
briefing on the Capital Springs Centennial State Park and
Recreation Area Master Plan Process at their regular meeting
on April 2nd.  The Commission offered their insight and
comments both on the planning process and the draft vision
statement. 

William Lunney, Park Commission Chair, expressed the
county's pride in what already has been accomplished by the
Park System and the citizen of the county.  The Commission
was appreciative of the opportunity to participate in the
planning process, which will further enhance the county's
accomplishments in Nine Springs E-Way and Lake Farm
County Park.  Natural and cultural heritage should be a focus
of the plan, according to the Commission discussion. 

It was agreed by all who attended the meeting that partnering
with the state provides a unique opportunity for the future.  The
Commission looks forward to taking an active role as a
participant at future guidance team meetings with the DNR and
County staff. 
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